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S. l. No. 136 of 2019

PHAIU1AC[STS COUNCIL OF NfGERJA

REVIEWED PPMVL GU[DELINES FOR TilE ISSUANCE 0'1-'
PI\TE~T l\ND PROPRIETARY MED!CINES VENDOR'"$ LICENCE

111<:111.

111~X('I'l'i<;cof [he powers conferred by sections I, 13,14,21 alld 24 ortll~ Pharma
fists Council ol'Nigcl'jll Act (Cap 1"17Laws oflhc Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 20()4
and :!II powers enabling it in fhnl behalf, the Council ofthe l)b:lI'IlIacists Council of
I\'i:,:cria wil h the 111'1)1'0"<11orruc HOIlI)II 1',1bte Minister of Health, hereby makes the
rtilkn jll~ }{~~gllJ;l(iollli:

1. 'J 'j re liCensfllg authorization of non-Pharmacists for stocking, marketi ng huroduction
and sell ing {if simple medicinal remedies is entrenched in the 1958 Poisons
and Pharmacy Act Cap. 535 (LFN 2004). This was an attempt to-redress the
lopsided distribm io» olthe very few healthcare facilities in public and private
sectors alike, available ar thar rime.Jr is instructive to note thar the issuance of
P:i\cnt tlnd Proprietary Medicines Vendors Licence is tailored towards areas
where phan naccurical services (Ire 11M readi ly ava ilable such (IS rural areas
and hard to reach remote areas. The need remains a relevant aspect of'Nigeria 's
healrhcarc del ivery S1.:';1 em today.

An important element of the National Drugs Policy is the adeq uate
provision, accessibi Itty and availabil iry of essential drugs, which would be
effective. afford.ible, safe and of good quality in all aspects of the National
Heel~th System, The Pharmacists Council ofN igeria (peN) takes this challenge
ve-ry seriously and has mobilized all resources at its disposal to effectively
address it. The G uidclincs demonstrates (he commitment ofthe peN towards
Iacil it,ll ing the delivery of simple medical remedies at the grass root Jevel in
every nook and cranny of Nigeria,

2. The. Guidelines nrc designed to address the issuance of the Patent , ,SC:(l)1~,

and Proprietary Medicines Vendors Licence (PPMVL) in Nigeria, under rnc
follc)wing sub-themes :

0) the Iiccnsingaurhority ;

(ii) eligibility;
(iii) requirements for and application;

, til'} application fee required:
(v) issuance and renewal of the licence ~
(pi) validity ofthe Iiccncc ;
()'jj) mandatory oriental ion and continu ing education for holders ofthe

pntcl1l Hnd proprietary medicines vendors licence ; and

(viii) monitoring and inspection,
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3. By virtue of the Poison and Pharmacy Act, Cap 535 and
the prescriptions of the Honourable Minister of'Heahh vide the' Jetter Reference
No, FHCILlGS/97174,alld dated 14111April, 2003, the Pharmacists Council of
N igcria (peN) is the Licensing Authority for the issuance and renewal {)I'

Patent and Proprietary Medicines Vendor's Licence throuuhout Nil!;cl'in,
, ~ ~

4. An applicant for the Patent and Proprietary Medicine Vendors Licence
(PPMVL) shall produce evidence to the satisfaction ofthe LicensingAuthoriry
that the applicant;

(i) has attained the age of twenty-om: {2!) years;

(Ii) is of good characrer and certified as such by two satisfactory referees :
(iN) is able fo read and write in english Inng.qage ; and
(iv) shall have obtained at least a Secondary Schoollc~rvi~lg, ccrlifitalc

or Pharmacy Teclinician Certificate from a PharmacistsCouncil efN iucria
(peN) Ace red ired J nstitution.

5.-(i)An ,r\ pplicant shall be made in the applicant's own handwriting.
indicating the exact locat ron and address where the intended business i'S,tokt:
undertaken. A Post Office Box (P,O~ Box) or 11 Private mail Bag (P.M,B,)
shal] nor be accepted as a V,1 rid addrexs.

(.ii) The application .shall be addressed to tuc Rcg.istf"r. P"l\<lrmal.:ists·'
CCHlI1cil of Nigeria (peN) and submitted at the peN .State Office, where UH':

applicant intends to operate the business.

(iii) The npplicant shall 'attach copies of lilt: Pharmacy Technician
Certificate obtained from a peN Accredited Institution ami current /\I1f111,\ \

Permit.

(ill") Letters of recornmendarious from two O} reputable referees : one
of whom 5111111a registered and currently licenced Pharmacist.

(I') Three passport photographs, all or wh ich shall be endorsed by l)I1C 0 ,.

the applicant's referee, shall be attached ['0 the application.
(I'i) The appl icant shalJ produce-a current income InX' clearance cert illcate.

("ii) Each applicat ion sha]] be accornpan ied with II non-rufundahlc
application fcc as :>t'~ci,fi~dby the peN,

{}. The fol lowing procedure shall be adopted for the issuance ofthe
PfllCIH and Proprietary medicine Vendors Licence (PPMVL) :

(i) Subm ission ofa duly completed appl ication !~)rlll~

(ii) Interview of tile applicant by the Slate P!>MVL Ccmmiucc :
(iii} Payment of the prescribed inspection Cue ~
Up) Inspection of the proposed Sh(IP hy the Slate PPMYL Conuuiuce :
(,.) Asalisnletory report olthe peN by the Stnte PPMVL. Cl)II1111iltC'f..~:



i1'00 Issuance or the licence hy the peN Oil paymenl of Ihe presc ..ibe
rt"~i51r.lt ion f...'c : and

(i'iirlll~ applicant shall he issued a b;:14.1k1c1~nnl;lillingthe; list of medicines
approved for sale by the Ik~nsing authority (the J>eN) : and

(I'iii) 111Cupplicnnts mandatorv attendance ora Parent "lid Proprietary
Medicine vend ..»<s (PPMV) orientation course.

Note :

:1 PPM V/' holder shall conspicuously displuy lire , iceuce ill their shop.
as \!'r'1I (IS their business IWJ1U! 011 (I signpost ill front of their premises.
The {I11.\'iJ1(',\'sname shall also corry the wordings : "Patent Mc,Hcine
Sho!, ", Tlu: lise ('~rthe IUtlJWS. "Drug Store" or "Medicine S/m'" ", etc. is
prol1ibiled. .

7. The licencing fcc shall be as specified in Schedule f 1'0 these Guidcl incs
uud reserves the right to review the fee frolll time 101;111(:,

8. The IC1110wingconditions shall guide the renewal ofthe PPMV licence:

(0) All.applications for the rcncwal ofrhe licence must be submitted on
or bcfor c the 11 sl January of the year ~

(h) The licence must be renewed annually, subject W a satisfactory
inspect ion report :

(c) A II licenced shops for the SH!C of patent and proprietary medicine
:-.hall lie slIl~it:ct to lite periodic Inspection by Pharmaceutical inspectors
appointed by the Pharmacist Council of'Nigcria ;

(d) Evidence of attendance of a Continuing Education Programme (Cl-P)
at least once in every two years;

te) Payment of the prescribed lees ; and
(l) Satisfactory performance of the liccncce.

9, The licence shall expire on the J lst of December of the year or
iSSlWI1CC, l lowcver, the Iicensing authority reserves lhc right torevoke a licence
dllring, its validity period if there is <Illy breach of'thc conditions for granting it
or proof PI' Iulse declaration or documentation.

to. Every new PPMV licence holder shall be required to attend ,!I)

oricnratior, \)I'Ogr.1Il1 me. The rea n cr, the licese holder shall be required to attend
" Continuing. Education Programme, at least once in every rwo (2) years,

Such progranuncs slmll he organized at State level by the Pharmacisrs Counci)

of Ni~~ri:l,in collaboration 'with the S{ate PPMV L Conuuirtee.

It. Licenced shops shall he subject to periodic m onitoring and inspection
hy accredited Pharmaceutical inspectors who shall submit their reports !O the
Pbarmacisrs Council of Nigeria.
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it shaH giv~ directives of ,}general charnctcr to :h~ pi)arm:}I.:i:;I~(-{~llH~il

ofNi:_!l;!ria reiaring. to the implementation of'these Gtlidtdines_

(ii) Trn. Plir\!{t.II\C!'STS Ctlli;>;Cf! II~ N!<~IJ-~lt\ {peN}

The roles or!/tc Pharmacists Couecil of Nigeria (peN} sn:lil ill(ltl(k IlIiI
shall not be limited to the following:

(a) shall formulate relevant policies lor the issuance of the licence :
(/I) issuance and rene-wal of the PPtvlVL ;
(c) provision of'vnlid receipts for an fees collecred :
(d) provision of the application forms tor the PPMVL:
(e) disbursement of funds 10 states according to the sharing formula

specified in Schedule II of the Guidelines ~
(n accrediting pharmaceutical inspectors ~
(g) approval of the compensation of the State PPMVI. Committee :
(11) enforcing appropriate sanctions and due compliance \-vill\ vhc

provisions ofthese Guidelines; and
(i) producing and updating an approved Parent Medicines Certifi(:atc_

(iii) TI:E STArE MINISf!W,S OJ' HEI\UII

The State Ministries of Health art: charged with the roHowing
responsibilities;

(a) facilitate the activities ofState PPMVL Committees ~
(h) ensure that the Director or Pharmaceutical Serv ices (DPS) makes

ndequatearrangements for the pre-approval and routine inspection ofnew
licensed premises respect ivcly,

(iI;) Tur j>"n~NT ,\NO PRlwRII,r,,-RY i'vko!n;\/!: VEl'!DOI,'S LI('r;?KE (PPMVL)
COMMrn 1::1:: Sll:\!.!. :

((I) monitor the activities of parent and proprietary medicines vendors
and submit quarterly Hod annual reports on them to the Pharmacists Council
(If Nigeria (peN) ;

th) recommend Pharmaceutical Inspectors ILX accredltarion by the
Pharmacists Council of Nigeria ~

(c) conduct interviews for applicants Ior the PPMVL ;
(J} recommend successful applicants to the peN for the PPivlV

licence ~
(e) organise etfectivc Orientation and Continuing Education Programmes

for pateut and proprietary medicines vendors, jl) collaborat it~1I with the peN.
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13. Membersh ip of the committee shall consist of:

(i) the Director of" Pharmaceutical Services of the State (Chairman) :
(ii) the Director of Pharmaceutical Services, State Hospital management

Board (Member) ;
(iii) the Head of the Pharmaceutical Inspectorate Unit in the State's

Directorate or Pharmaceurical Services (.Member) ;
(il') the Chairman of the Stale Chapter ofthe Pharmaceutical Society

of Nigeria (PSN) or his representative (Aifember) ;

(I.') the Chairman of the State Chapter of the Association or Community
Pharmacists of Nigeria ACPN) or his representatives (Member) ;

(vi) one representative of NAfDAC (lv[ember) ;
(I'ii) a member of the Civil Society nominated by the peN iMember i ;

(I'iii) a representative of the PPMV holders nominated by the PCN ; and
Ux) the peN Zonal/Stale Officer and/or his.represeutative (Member

and Secretary).

14.-«(/) All patent or proprietary medicine shall be sold in their original Miscellaneous
containers. properly secured. Prox isions.

(b) No holder ofthe PPMVL shall re-pack patent or proprietary medicines.

Composition
vrlh~ Suue
PPMVL
Commiuee.

(c) Any person who docs anything likely to prevent or obstruct the
effective implementation of the provisions of these Guidelines shall he guilty
of an offence,

(d) Any aggrieved person, pursuant to the enforcement of the provisions
or these Guidelines, may appeal to the Pharmaccut ical Counci I ofN igeria.

(e) The licensing authority shall not issue a licence to an applicant where
any, but limited to the circumstances are shown to exist that the applicant is:

(i) Bankrupt or insolvent
iii) An ex-col)viet,.
(hi) In disobedience of the Council's directives, or
(ill) Involved in practices inimical to the issuance of the licence.

(/) The peN sha II exercise its powers genera Ily and take such measures
as arc incidental to rhe effective implementation of the provisions of these
Guidelines.

(K) Any parent and proprietary medicines vendor without a licence, or
who contravenes any of'the provisions of these Guidelines shall be guilty of'an
offence. and shall be liable, 011 conviction, to a fine not exceeding NSOO,OOO.OO,
or to a term or imprisonment nor exceed ing two years or to both.

(II) The PCN or its representatives shall have powers to seal the shops
of PP!\t1VL Holders or any personfs) who contravenes any or the provisions
of these Guidelines and where the seal is tampered with, the vendor shall pay
{he administrative tee charges.
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(i) the Director of Pharmaceutical Services of the State (Chairman) :

(ii) the Director of Pharm ace uri cal Services, State Hospital management
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(iii) the Head of the Pharmaceutical Inspectorate Unit ill the State's
Directorate of Pharmaceutical Services (Member) ;

(il') the Chairman of the State Chapter of the Pharmaceutical Society
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(r) the Cha innan ofthe State Chapter of the Association or Community
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(I'i) one representative of NAFDAC (lvJemlJer) ;
(I'ii) II member of the Civil Society nominated by the peN (Member);
(I·iii) a representative of the PPMV holders nominated by the peN ~and
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and Secretary).

14.- «(I) All patent or proprietary medicine shall be sold in their original
containers. properly secured.

(b) No holdcr ofthe PPMVL shall re-pack patent or proprietary medicines.

(L') Any person who docs anything: likely to prevent or obstruct the
cffecti ve implementation of the provisions 0(' these Guidel incs shall be gu ilty
of an offence.

(d) Any aggrieved person, pursuant to the enforcement of the provisions
of these Guidelines, may appeal (0 the Pharmaceutical Council ofNigeria.

(e) The licensing authority $11<111not issue a licence to an applicant where
any, but Iin I itcd to the circumstances are shown to exist that the appl icant is :

(1") Bankrupt Or insolvent.
(if) All ex-convict,
(iii) III disobedience of the Council's directives, or
(il') Involved in practices inimical to the issuance of the licence.

(f) The peN shall exercise its powers generally and take such measures
as are incidental to the effective implementation or the provisions of these
Guidelines.

(g) Any patent and proprietary medicines vendor without a licence, or
who contravenes any of the provisions of these Guidelines shall be guilty of an
offence, and shall be liable, on conviction, to a fine notexcecdingN500,OOO.OO,
or 10 a term of imprisonment not exceeding two years or to both.

(I!) The peN or its representatives shall have powers to seal the shops
of PPMVL Holders or any person(s) who contravenes any of the provisions
of these Guidelines and where the seal is tampered with, the vendor shall pay
the administrative fee charges.
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(i) Where the licensing authority is satisfied that a licence holder is III
breach or in default ofthe responsihi Iitics under these Guidcl ines, or laws in
force, the licensing authority may, ifil deems fit. revoke ~Ily licence issued or
strike off the name .and shops [rorn the register, but without prejudice to
administrative charges that may be imposed on the defaulter.

(i) The PCN is the first port of ca II for intending PPMV L I Iolders.

(Jr) Notwithstanding anything 10 the contrary in liny enactment or law, •
the Federal High Court, the State High Court, and the Magistrate Court shall
have jurisdiction to try offences under these Gu idelines.

(I)Thc Following shall have exclusive powers to prosecute offenders
undcr these Guidelines :

(i) the Attorney-General of the Federation,

(ii) the Pharmacists Council ofNigeria, and
(iii) the Nigeria Police.

SCHEDULE I

TIle Patent and Proprietary Medicines Vendors Licence Holder shall
operate unless the under listed fees have been paid to the Pharmaceutical
Council of Nigeria (PCN).

(,,) Application Fee
«(I) Pre-approval Inspection Fcc
(c) Registrarion Licence
(d) Renewal of Licence Inspection Fee
(e) Registration Licence Renewal
U·) Administrative Charges

-NSOO.OO
~5,OOO.{)O
NS,O()().OO
N5,OOO.OO
N5,OOO.OO
N20,OOO.OO

SCI-IEOCLE 11

The Pharmacists Council of'Nigcria shall collect all revenue and disburse
as follows :

(u) Application Fees.. I DO % 10 the PCN
(b) Inspection Fees .. 100% to the State PPMVL Committees
(c) Licencing Fees 50% to the State and 50% to the peN

M,\f)E at Ahuja this 23rd day of August, 2019.

DIL E. OS;\(.jjE EIIANIRE. MD. FWACS.

The Honourable Miflis/er
Federal Ministry of Health
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